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Allocations for Processing by Inshore 
and Offshore Components and 
Apportionments of Pacific Cod TAC 
Among Seasons 

Regulations at § 679.20(a)(6)(ii) 
require that the TAC apportionment of 
Pacific cod in all regulatory areas be 
allocated to vessels catching Pacific cod 
for processing by the inshore and 
offshore components. Ninety percent of 
the Pacific cod TAC in each regulatory 
area is allocated to vessels catching 
Pacific cod for processing by the inshore 
component. The remaining 10 percent 
of the TAC is allocated to vessels 
catching Pacific cod for processing by 
the offshore component. These seasonal 
apportionments and allocations of the 
Pacific cod TAC for 2004 are shown in 
Table 4. 

Pacific cod fishing is divided into two 
seasons in the Western and Central 

Regulatory Areas of the GOA. For hook- 
and-line, pot and jig gear the A season 
begins on January 1 and ends on June 
10, and the B season begins on 
September 1 and ends on December 31. 
For trawl gear, the A season begins on 
January 20 and ends on June 10, and the 
B season begins on September 1 and 
ends on November 1 (see § 679.23(d)(3)). 
After subtraction of estimated incidental 
catch needs by the inshore and offshore 
components in other directed fisheries 
through the A season ending June 10, 60 
percent of the annual TAC will be 
available as a directed fishing allowance 
during the A season for the inshore and 
offshore component. The remaining 40 
percent of the annual TAC will be 
available for harvest during the B season 
and will be apportioned between the 
inshore and offshore processing 
components, as provided in 
§ 679.20(a)(6)(ii). Any amount of the A 

season apportionment of Pacific cod 
TAC under or over harvested will be 
added to or subtracted from the B 
season apportionment of Pacific cod 
TAC (see § 679.20(a)(11)(ii)). Between 
the A and the B seasons, directed 
fishing for Pacific cod is closed and 
fishermen participating in other 
directed fisheries may retain Pacific cod 
up to the maximum retainable amounts 
allowed under regulations at § 679.20(e) 
and (f). Pacific cod harvested as 
incidental catch between the closure of 
the A season on June 10 and opening of 
the B season on September 1 will be 
deducted from the B season TAC 
apportionment (see § 679.20(a)(11)(iii)). 
For purposes of clarification, NMFS 
points out that the dates for the A 
season and the B season Pacific cod 
fishery differ from those of the A, B, C, 
and D seasons for the pollock fisheries. 

TABLE 4.—FINAL 2004 SEASONAL APPORTIONMENTS AND ALLOCATION OF PACIFIC COD TAC AMOUNTS IN THE GULF OF 
ALASKA; APPORTIONMENTS FOR PROCESSING BY THE INSHORE AND OFFSHORE COMPONENTS 

[Values are in metric tons] 

Regulatory area TAC 

Component apportion-
ment 

Inshore 
(90%) 

Offshore 
(10%) 

Western .................................................................................................................................................... 16,957 15,261 1,696 
A Season (60%) ...................................................................................................................................... 10,174 9,157 1,017 
B Season (40%) ...................................................................................................................................... 6,783 6,104 679 
Central ..................................................................................................................................................... 27,116 24,404 2,712 
A Season (60%) ...................................................................................................................................... 16,270 14,643 1,627 
B Season (40%) ...................................................................................................................................... 10,846 9,761 1,085 
Eastern ..................................................................................................................................................... 3,960 3,564 396 

Total .................................................................................................................................................. 48,033 43,229 4,804 

‘‘Other Species’’ TAC 
The FMP specifies that amounts for 

the ‘‘other species’’ category are 
calculated as 5 percent of the combined 
TAC amounts for target species. The 
GOA-wide ‘‘other species’’ TAC is 
calculated as 12,592 mt, which is 5 
percent of the sum of combined TAC 
amounts for the target species (251,841 
mt). 

Halibut PSC Limits 
In accordance with regulations at 

§ 679.21(d), annual halibut PSC limits 
are established and apportioned to trawl 
and hook-and-line gear and may be 
established for pot gear. In December 
2003, the Council recommended that 
NMFS maintain the 2003 halibut PSC 
limits of 2,000 mt for the trawl fisheries 
and 300 mt for the hook-and-line 
fisheries, with 10 mt of the hook-and- 
line limit allocated to the demersal shelf 
rockfish (DSR) fishery in the SEO 
District and the remainder to the 

remaining hook-and-line fisheries. The 
DSR fishery is defined at 
§ 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(A) and historically 
has been apportioned this amount in 
recognition of its small-scale harvests. 
Although observer data are not available 
to verify actual halibut bycatch 
amounts, given most vessels are less 
than 60 ft. (18.3 m) length overall (LOA) 
and thus are exempt from observer 
coverage, halibut bycatch in the DSR 
fishery is assumed to be low because of 
the short soak times for the gear and the 
short duration of the DSR fishery. Also, 
the DSR fishery occurs in the winter 
when there is less of an overlap in the 
distribution of DSR and halibut. 

Regulations at § 679.21(d)(4) authorize 
exemption of specified non-trawl 
fisheries from the halibut PSC limit. The 
Council recommended that pot gear, jig 
gear, and the hook-and-line sablefish 
fishery be exempted from the non-trawl 
PSC halibut limit for 2004. The Council 
recommended these exemptions 

because: (1) The pot gear fisheries 
experience low halibut bycatch 
mortality (4 mt in 2001, 2 mt in 2002, 
and 14 mt in 2003); (2) the individual 
fishing quota (IFQ) program requires 
legal-sized halibut to be retained by 
vessels using hook-and-line gear if a 
halibut IFQ permit holder is aboard and 
is holding unused halibut IFQ; and (3) 
halibut mortality for the jig gear fleet 
cannot be estimated because these 
vessels do not carry observers. Halibut 
mortality is assumed to be very low 
given the small amount of groundfish 
harvested by jig gear (336 mt in 2001, 
277 mt in 2002, and 294 mt in 2003) and 
the survival rates of any halibut that are 
incidentally caught by jig gear and 
released are assumed to be high. 

Under § 679.21(d)(5), NMFS 
seasonally apportions the halibut PSC 
limits based on recommendations from 
the Council. The FMP and regulations 
require that the Council and NMFS 
consider the following information in 
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